Emergency Thoracocentesis
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ATLS Guidelines

USE – emergency decompression of a tension pneumothorax
DESCRIPTION

- insertion of a cannula into the pleural space to relieve a pressure in the pleural space
METHOD OF INSERTION AND/OR USE

- high flow O2

- aseptic
- patient supine or sitting up

- 2nd intercostals space, midclavicular line

- LA/GA

- insert perpendicular to skin with a syringe of saline attached

- insert needle over superior margin of rib

- on insertion continually aspirate

- once parietal pleural breached aspiration of air should be apparent

- advance cannula into pleural space

- allow decompression to take place

- insert a formal chest drain and connect to an underwater seal drain
- obtained CXR

OTHER INFORMATION
COMPLICATIONS

- local haematoma
- pneumothorax

- lung laceration
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